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Abstract 

The initial effects of the COVID-19 pandemic first impacted China and quickly spread worldwide by late March 2020. 
China, the epicenter of the pandemic and the main supplier of many products worldwide, was the first to shut down 
many of their manufacturing plants without notice. In conjunction with an increase in demand for many products, this 
abrupt pause induced severe tension on the global supply chain from companies around the world. These shortages of 
many crucial products, such as PPE, highlighted the need for reshoring of certain industries to the United States to 
promptly and adequately respond to future global emergencies. This paper will explore how medical industries' supply 
chains were impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and analyze the viability of reshoring essential products to the United 
States while continuing to import for other industries. 
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