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Abstract

Residential prices, shelter preferences and other localized variables that determined the buyers’ choice of
specific residential environments, had existed for a considerable period of time. (Kauko, 2006) Such conditions are
placed upon young people, who are also first timers, and they are often overcome with indecision, and indecision
can be a costly mistake in the purchase of property (Sim, 2012). However, such indecision can also bring about a
greater measure of care and considerations, for when the decision to purchase a residential property comes, deeming
the purchase of property as a social and economic safeguard of stability and substance in a time of great uncertainty,
with the majority of buyers either buying out of need and the other out of fear that the prices would go up further
(Cheng, 2012). This would invariably lead young consumers to rethink every factor such as security, facilities,
neighborhood, accessibility, housing design, house type, location etc. They would also be more inclined to make
every purchase worth its value in money.

This research will be conducted on potential young residential buyers in the Kuching District to determine the
factors in choosing residential/spatial property. Kuching is the capital city of Sarawak with the population density of
617,887, with households numbering up to 133,687 in 2010. (Population Distribution and Basic Demographic
Characteristics, 2010) There is a 2 % population growth in Kuching at 2011 from 2010. This means that the state
capital would require up to 4,000 new houses a year to meet growing demand. There is also no apparent
overbuilding occurring during that period, probably due to a decline in the incompatibility of supply and demand.
(Wong, 2012) A considerable flow of urban migration to Kuching from smaller towns and of other parts of Sarawak
due to availability of social benefits and prospects also increased housing demand in Kuching. (Law, 2011)
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